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ORANGE COUNTY

9.?,— ? Janice V. Goss, Director
I 300 N. Flower Street, Suite 400

Santa Ana, CA 92703
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Our Community. Our Commitment

Telephone: (714) 834-4000
Fax: (714) 834-4183
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January 27, 2009 Chix &
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TO: Members, Board of Supervisors 2 : n
1o .:' I, _.o

FROM: Janice V. Goss, Director, OC Waste & Recycling =
-

STATUS REPORT #2: EMERGENCY RESPONSE - OLINDA ALPHA~ -4

SUBJECT: |
LANDFILL DAMAGE

On December 16, 2008, your Board directed OC Waste & Recycling to provide a report every 14 days
until the actions required by this emergency are terminated. Following is the second status report for the

period December 17 through December 31, 2008, along with reccommended actions.

Summary:

On November 15, 2008 the Freeway Complex Fire was observed burning near the Olinda Alpha Landfill
at about 10:45 a.m. The fire burned along the slopes of the southeast basin of the landfill, causing severe
damage to various facilities and equipment including the Landfill Gas Extraction and Control System
(LFG System) and the Groundwater Control and Monitoring System (Groundwater System). Operation of

these systems is mandated by law.

As the systems were rendered inoperable, staff notified regulators — Local Enforcement Agency (LEA),
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and South Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD). Staff also applied for variances and compliance monitoring requirements to protect
against fines and allow for continuing landfill operations during restoration of the systems.

Estimated repair costs for the LFG system and Groundwater System are $2,840,000 and $160,000

respectively.

All repairs are on schedule.

OC Waste & Recycling is pursuing cost recovery through the County of Orange Risk Management and
with FEMA.

County Risk Management is following up on reports of the origin of the Brea fire and will make a
determination on what actions will be taken.

Status Report:
Regulatory Actions

November 17 —21: OC Waste & Recycling applied for and obtained an emergency variance with

[ ]
the AQMD in order to avoid possible LFG related violations and fines.



December 9: the LEA noted a violation due to elevated methane in a perimeter probe on the west
side of the site. This violation will recur until the LFG system is restored.

December 30: A hearing was held at AQMD to request a variance extension until the LFG system
is restored. The variance extension request was granted.

Landfill Gas Extraction and Control System Emergency Repair Phase I Status: December 17-30

December 17-19: Work was cancelled due to rain and area saturated from previous storm.
December 22: Resumed work by installing and fusing 150° of 18” on the reducer. Work
terminated at 10:00 am due to intensifying rain.

December 23-26: Cancelled work scheduled due to wet conditions on the project area and the
Christmas holidays.

December 29: Excavated slope and road for 36” road crossing alignment and start fusing for 36”
line section for the header which includes flanges under the road.

December30: Continued to excavate road and trench to accommodate 36” fusing machine,
assemble and fuse 36”x367°x36” tee, flanges and 36”’x18” reducer assemblies.

December 31: Assembled and connected 36” header road crossing and 36”x36”x36 tee
connection and 36”x18” reducer. Laid assembly of 36” spool and 36”x18” reducer inside road
crossing trench on.

Ground Water Contro! and Monitoring System Emergency Repair Phase I and II Status: December 17-30

December 17: Rained.

December 18-29: Connected air and water lines for six (6) extraction wells. Investigated the
integrity of inside monitoring MW-20 with a video camera. Installed two of the three cleanout
vaults on the Phase I lines. Replaced lighting arrestor on the leachate PLC panel.

Recommended Actions:

1.

2.

Receive and file the December 31, 2008 status report on the Emergency Response - Olinda Alpha
Landfill Damage.

Find that the situation warrants a continuation of emergency under Public Contract Code 22050 (a)

: %/ LMo g

Janice V. G({}s Director

Attachment
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