
  
 
 
 
 

 
         DRAFT 

A Publication of the County Executive Office/Legislative Affairs 

  

          October 14, 2025 
         Item No. 20 

 County of Orange Positions on Proposed Legislation 
 
The Legislative Bulletin provides the Board of Supervisors with analyses of measures pending in 
Sacramento and Washington that are of interest to the County.  Staff provides recommended positions 
that fall within the range of policies established by the Board.  According to the County of Orange 
Legislative Affairs Program Guidelines adopted by the Board of Supervisors on January 25, 2022, 
staff recommendations for formal County positions on legislation will be agendized and presented in 
this document for Board action at regular Board of Supervisors meetings.  When the Board takes 
formal action on a piece of legislation, the CEO will direct the County’s legislative advocates to 
promote the individual bills as approved by the Board.  The Legislative Bulletin also provides the 
Board of Supervisors with informative updates on State and Federal issues. 
 
The 2025-2026 Legislative Platform was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 19, 2024. 
 
On October 14, 2025, the Board of Supervisors will consider the following actions: 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
1. Approve Proposed List of County of Orange 2026 Water Resources Development Act 

(WRDA) Priorities: 
• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project – Change 

Authorization to Recognize the Locally Preferred, Maximum Channel Modifications Plan 
as the National Economic Development Plan and Adjust the Project Cost Share 

• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project – Initiate Project 
Partnership Agreement with United States Army Corps of Engineers 

• Santa Ana River Mainstem, Prado Dam Project – Reimbursement for Incurred Costs 
2. Direct CEO-Legislative Affairs and OC Public Works to Submit Priorities to Orange County 

Federal Delegation Members 
3. Receive and File Legislative Bulletin  
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 
1. County Position Matrix: CEO-LA 

2. Sacramento Legislative Report  

3. Washington DC Legislative Report  
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RECOMMENDED ITEMS 
 

1. Approve Proposed List of County of Orange 2026 Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) Priorities: 

• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project – Change 
Authorization to Recognize the Locally Preferred, Maximum Channel 
Modifications Plan as the National Economic Development Plan and Adjust the 
Project Cost Share 

• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project – Initiate 
Project Partnership Agreement with United States Army Corps of Engineers 

• Santa Ana River Mainstem, Prado Dam Project – Reimbursement for Incurred 
Costs 

2. Direct CEO-Legislative Affairs and OC Public Works to Submit Priorities to Orange 
County Federal Delegation Members 

 
Background: 
Every two years, the Board of Supervisors adopts the County’s priorities for the federal Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA). WRDA is the federal government’s biannual authorization bill 
for the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ civil works projects, which includes the County’s two 
largest flood control infrastructure projects: the Westminster-East Garden Grove (WEGG) and the 
Santa Ana River Mainstem Project (SARP). Both projects have been managed by OC Public Works 
and the OC Flood Control District since the 1980s. 
 
What is WRDA?  
WRDA is a comprehensive federal legislative package that provides nationwide conservation and 
development of water-related resources. It must first pass the United States House of 
Representatives and the United States Senate. Once it’s signed into law, WRDA authorizes the Army 
Corps to conduct studies, construct projects and research activities that can lead to the improvement 
of rivers and harbors across the United States. WRDA is strictly authorizing legislation; it does not 
include funding. The funding of WRDA-authorized studies and projects is provided separately through 
the annual Energy and Water Development appropriations process. 
 
Because WRDA needs Congressional approval, the County’s WRDA priorities become an advocacy 
responsibility per the Board’s Legislative Guidelines.  Once the Board directs us to proceed, CEO-LA 
will work with our federal advocates and Federal Delegation Members to complete and submit the 
application forms. 
 
The County’s proposed priorities for WRDA are listed below in additional detail. 
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RECOMMENDED ITEMS 
 

1. Approve Proposed List of County of Orange 2026 Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) Priorities: 

• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project (WEGG) – 
Change Authorization to Recognize the Locally Preferred, Maximum Channel 
Modifications Plan as the National Economic Development Plan and Adjust the 
Project Cost Share 

 
Project Summary: 
 
The WEGG Project will reduce the risks to life, safety, and property from flooding due to current 
deficiencies in reaches of flood control channels located within 87 square miles of Orange County that 
spans 11 highly urbanized cities and unincorporated areas. Without the Project, approximately 44,000 
structures are at-risk of inundation, with a potential of up to $10.5 billion in damages and impacts to 
over 1 million residents and business owners, U.S. military operations, heavily used transportation 
infrastructure, including the Pacific Coast Highway and I-405 which is critical for the nation’s 
economy, defense, and mobility as part of the National Highway System, and sensitive coastal 
ecosystems impacted by run-off contaminants.  
 
“Minimum” and “maximum” channel modifications plans were studied in the Integrated Feasibility 
Report (dated April 2020). The minimum channel modification plan was designated as the National 
Economic Development (NED) plan but does not meet FEMA requirements to contain the 100-year 
storm event, which puts residents, homes, and businesses at risk. In addition, the Federal National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) would continue to be at risk for claims associated with major flood 
events. The maximum channel modification plan is the Locally Preferred Plan (LPP) authorized for 
implementation by WRDA 2020 and will contain the 100-year storm event which meets the FEMA 
NFIP requirements. The LPP is anticipated to save residents from collectively paying approximately 
$4.75 million annually in flood insurance premiums and avoid claims required to be disbursed under 
the NFIP.  
 
Project Request: 
 

• Change the current authorization, as defined in the Report of the Chief of Engineers (dated 
July 9, 2020) and WRDA 2020, such that the maximum channel modification plan is 
recognized as the National Economic Development (NED) plan in order to meet FEMA 100-
year storm event requirements.  

 
• Change the estimated costs approved in WRDA 2020 Section 401 Table (2) as shown below, 

so the Federal cost share is modified from approximately 25% to 65% and the Non-Federal 
cost share is modified from about 75% to 35% of the total project cost in accordance with 
WRDA 1986 Section 103, as amended (33 U.S.C. 2213), for flood control projects.  

 
A. State B. 

Name 
C. 
Date of Report 
of Chief of 
Engineers 

D. 
Estimated Costs 

2. CA Westminster, East 
Garden Grove, 
California Flood Risk 
Management 

July 9, 2020 Federal: $822,312,400 
Non-Federal: 
$442,783,600 
Total: $1,265,096,000 
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RECOMMENDED ITEMS 
 

1. Approve Proposed List of County of Orange 2026 Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) Priorities: 

• Westminster-East Garden Grove Flood Risk Management Project (WEGG) – 
Initiate Project Partnership Agreement with United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) 

 
Project Summary: 
 
The WEGG Project will reduce the risks to life, safety, and property from flooding due to current 
deficiencies in reaches of flood control channels located within 87 square miles of Orange County that 
spans 11 highly urbanized cities and unincorporated areas. Without the Project, approximately 44,000 
structures are at-risk of inundation, with a potential of up to $10.5 billion in damages and impacts to 
over 1 million residents and business owners, U.S. military operations, heavily used transportation 
infrastructure, including the Pacific Coast Highway and I-405 which is critical for the nation’s 
economy, defense, and mobility as part of the National Highway System, and sensitive coastal 
ecosystems impacted by run-off contaminants. Implementation of the WEGG maximum channel 
modifications plan would contain the 100-year storm event to meet FEMA National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) requirements and is anticipated to save residents from collectively paying 
approximately $4.75 million annually in flood insurance premiums and avoid claims required to be 
disbursed under the NFIP after major flood events. 
 
Project Request: 
 
Authorize the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to enter a Project Partnership 
Agreement (PPA) with the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD) and County of Orange as 
the non-federal sponsors for the WEGG project by utilizing any available federal funds and/or 
accepting from the non-federal partner funds, materials, and services, to develop said PPA. 
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RECOMMENDED ITEMS 
 

1. Approve Proposed List of County of Orange 2026 Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) Priorities: 

• Santa Ana River Mainstem, Prado Dam Project – Reimbursement for Incurred 
Costs 

 
Project Summary: 
 
The Santa Ana River Mainstem Project (SARP) is designed to provide flood protection to more than 
3.35 million people growing urban communities in Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It 
is estimated that the most severe flood in the project area would cover more than 110,000 acres to a 
depth of three feet and would amount to more than $40 billion in economic losses. The project 
includes seven independent features, including the Prado Dam. Lands have been acquired for the 
expansion of the Prado reservoir, several protective dikes in the Prado basin have been built, and the 
Prado Dam spillway is expected to be raised by 2032. 
 
Project Request: 
 
For the SARP project, specifically authorize the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to 
reimburse the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD), the non-federal sponsor, for incurred 
costs, specifically including amounts OCFCD paid to the State of California Treasurer Department as 
an eminent domain deposit when OCFCD has provided documentation to the Corps that OCFCD has 
an order of possession for the underlying project acquisition but does not yet have a recorded deed. 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. County Position Matrix:  CEO-LA 
 

The tables below list the bills the Board of Supervisors has taken positions on in the 2025-26 
legislative session. 
 

State Legislation      As of Thursday, October 9, 2025 
 

Bill No. Author  Subject Position Date of 
Board 
Action 

Status 

AB 28 Schiavo Solid Waste Landfills: subsurface 
temperatures. 

Oppose 6.24.25 2-Year Bill 

AB 70 Aguiar-
Curry 

Solid Waste: Organic Waste 
Diversion: Biomethane. 

Support 6.24.25 Enrolled 

AB 81 Ta Veterans: Mental Health Support  3.25.25 Enrolled 

AB 91 Harabedian State and local agencies: 
demographic data 

Support 4.22.25 Chaptered 

AB 226 Calderon California FAIR Plan Association Support 4.08.25 Enrolled 
AB 282 Pellerin Discrimination: housing: source of 

income. 
Support 5.06.25 2-Year Bill 

AB 283 Haney In-Home Supportive Services 
Employer-Employee Relations Act 

Support 
if 
amended 

8.26.25 2-Year Bill 

AB 339 Ortega Local public employee 
organizations: notice requirements 

Oppose 4.22.25 Enrolled 

AB 349 Dixon Foster care supplement Support 4.08.25 Chaptered 
AB 370 Carrillo California Public Records Act: 

cyberattacks 
Support 4.22.25 Chaptered 

AB 394 Wilson Crimes: public transportation 
providers 

Support 3.25.25 Chaptered 

AB 424 Davies Alcohol and other drug programs: 
complaints 

Support 3.25.25 Chaptered 

AB 462 Lowenthal Land use: coastal development 
permits: accessory dwelling units 

Support 4.08.25 Enrolled 

AB 492 Valencia Alcohol and drug programs: 
licensing 

Support 3.25.25 Chaptered 

AB 571 Quirk-Silva California Environmental Quality 
Act: exemption: Gypsum Canyon 
Veterans Cemetery 

Co-
Sponsor 

2.25.25 Chaptered 

AB 607 Rodriguez CalWORKs: Home Visiting 
Program. 

Support 6.24.25 Chaptered 

AB 615 Davies Power facilities: emergency 
response and action plan 

Support 3.25.25 Vetoed 

AB 689 Rubio Foster Youth: Disaster aid 
assistance. 

Support 6.24.25 Vetoed 

AB 1288 Addis Registered environmental health 
specialists 

Support 4.22.25 Chaptered 

AB 1356 Dixon Alcohol and other drug programs Support 3.25.25 Chaptered 
AB 1387 Quirk-Silva Mental health multidisciplinary 

personnel team. 
Support 5.06.25 Vetoed 

SB 71 Wiener California Environmental Quality 
Act: exemptions: transit projects 

Support 3.25.25 Enrolled 

SB 283 Laird Energy storage systems Support 4.08.25 Chaptered 
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SB 346 Durazo Local Agencies: Transit Occupancy 
Taxes: Short-Term Rental 
Facilitator. 

Support 6.24.25 Enrolled 

SB 577 Laird State Government Support 8.26.25 2-Year Bill 
SB 634 Pérez Local government: homelessness Oppose 5.06.25 Enrolled 
 

 
Federal Legislation     As of Thursday, October 9, 2025 

 
Bill No. Author  Subject Position Date of 

Board 
Action 

Status 

H.R. 965 Sherman Housing Unhoused Disabled 
Veterans Act 

Support 5.20.25 Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

H.R. 
1012 

Levin Spent Fuel Prioritization Act of 2025 Support 5.20.25 House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce 

H.R. 
2483 

Guthrie SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Reauthorization Act of 
2025 

Support 6.24.25 Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions 

S. 1462 Curtis Fix Our Forests Act Support 9.23.25 Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry 

S. 2212 Padilla Visible Identification Standards for 
Immigration-Based Law 
Enforcement (VISIBLE) Act of 2025 

Support 8.26.25 Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary 

 

Highlighted sections symbolize a status change. 
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2. Sacramento Legislative Report  

 
Prepared by Precision Advocacy Group LLC 
 
As of October 7, Governor Gavin Newsom still has almost 400 bills to sign or veto before the deadline 
of October 13. This is typical of gubernatorial action at the end of the year - in most cases, governors 
began slowly and act on a large number of bills in the last week before the deadline.  
 
As 2026 approaches, policymakers and stakeholders are reviewing the unfulfilled objectives of 2025 
and starting to develop how those policies might take shape next year. The following is an overview of 
potential issues that could affect the county. 
 
Real Estate Transfer Tax Legislation. The recent legislative session concluded with intense 
discussions surrounding potential legislation aimed at restricting local governments' ability to levy real 
estate transfer taxes. This last-minute effort had two primary objectives: to amend the scope of Los 
Angeles County's Measure ULA (and potentially statewide real estate transfer taxes), and to 
persuade proponents of the "Save Prop 13" initiative to withdraw it from the ballot.  
 
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass and former Assembly Speaker Bob Hertzberg attempted to forge a 
"grand bargain" into state law through SB 423, but fell short of a final agreement. Authors of SB 423, 
Senator Lena Gonzalez (D-Long Beach) and Assemblymember Tina McKinnor (D-Inglewood) have 
indicated their intent to move forward with some version of the legislation in January.  
 
This timeline may prove too late to neutralize the Save Prop 13 anti-tax campaign. The Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association is already actively collecting signatures and raising funds in support of the 
measure. Real estate interests, predominantly from Los Angeles, have indicated their willingness to 
invest tens of millions of dollars to pass the initiative, in large part due to their frustration with Measure 
ULA.  
 
Measure United to House L.A. (ULA). Measure ULA, enacted in 2022, was intended to tax high-value 
real estate transactions in Los Angeles, with a 4% levy on properties between $5 million and $10 
million and 5.5% on those exceeding $10 million (these rates have slightly increased with inflation). 
Properties below these thresholds are taxed at approximately 0.5%. The measure, backed by 58% of 
Los Angeles voters, has raised around $830 million since 2023, significantly contributing to the city's 
homelessness initiatives by funding affordable housing, renter subsidies, and legal aid for tenants. 
 
However, the "mansion tax" has faced criticism for its unintended consequences. It applies not only to 
mansions but also to commercial, industrial, and multifamily residential projects, including land sales 
for new apartment developments. Researchers at UCLA and the Rand Institute estimate that 
Measure ULA has led to a reduction of 1,910 apartments per year, including 168 affordable units, by 
depressing new construction of multifamily housing. This has frustrated the real estate industry, 
leading them to support the Save Prop 13 initiative. 
 
There is growing concern in Los Angeles and among Sacramento Democrats that Measure ULA's 
current form has become a political liability, potentially fueling the statewide campaign against tax 
measures. Sales of multifamily properties subject to Measure ULA have seen a steep decline in Los 
Angeles since its implementation and remain below those in neighboring cities. The Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association and its political allies are highlighting Measure ULA as a prime example in 
their statewide campaign against similar tax initiatives. 
 
Save Prop 13. The Save Prop 13 initiative aims to repeal Measure ULA and 24 other transfer taxes in 
California. It also targets property taxes passed via voter initiative that did not achieve a two-thirds 
majority vote. Summary of the proposed ballot measure: 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/25-0006A1%20%28%26quot%3BLocal%20Taxpayer%20Protection%20Act%20to%20Save%20Proposition%2013%20%28Version%203%29%26quot%3B%29.pdf
https://housing.lacity.gov/ula-dashboard
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● Special Taxes: This measure would mandate a two-thirds vote for approval of all special 
taxes, regardless of whether they are introduced by citizen initiative or local government. It 
would invalidate existing property-related special taxes approved by less than two-thirds of 
voters on December 31, two years after the measure's enactment. Voters could reauthorize or 
establish new special taxes with a two-thirds vote. 

● Charter City Transfer Taxes: The measure would prohibit charter cities from imposing their 
own transfer taxes. It would invalidate existing charter city-only transfer taxes on December 
31, two years after statewide voters enact the measure, and would prevent the establishment 
of new ones. This directly challenges early 1990s court decisions that allowed charter cities to 
impose their own real estate transfer taxes and set their rates. As of January 2025, 26 charter 
cities have established such taxes. 

● Transfer Tax Cap: The measure would cap transfer tax rates on real estate sales at slightly 
more than one-twentieth of one percent of the property's value.  

● Voter-Backed Campaigns: For local tax measures initiated by voter-backed campaigns (as 
opposed to city councils) and earmarked for specific purposes, the proposal would raise the 
required electoral support from a simple majority to two-thirds. 

 
If successful, this measure could result in municipal governments across California losing billions of 
dollars, with taxpayers potentially saving an equivalent amount. Voter-proposed tax increases have 
been approved by simple majorities in various cities and counties, and transfer tax hikes have been a 
popular funding source for some local governments. 
 
On August 29, the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer Association’s ballot measure petition was cleared for 
circulation by the Secretary of State. Officially named "Limits Ability of Voters to Raise Revenues for 
Local Government Services," this proposed ballot measure requires 874,641 eligible signatures by 
February 25, 2026, to qualify for the November 2026 ballot. 
 
ACA 13. Even if the signature-gathering effort is successful, the Save Prop 13 campaign faces an 
uphill battle. In late 2023, the legislature advanced its own complex ballot measure (ACA 13) that 
would require future initiatives seeking to raise the threshold for passing other measures to meet that 
same higher threshold (in this case, two-thirds) before becoming law. This effort was introduced to 
counter the prior Howard Jarvis Taxpayer Association initiative which was removed from the ballot by 
court order. ACA 13 is already slated for the November 2026 election and, if passed, would apply to 
any other measures on the same ballot. 
 
Housing Bond Initiatives for 2026 
 
California Housing Bond (AB 736/SB 417 - $10 Billion). The proposed $10 billion California Housing 
Bond, which failed to advance in 2025, is now set for a 2026 push. Backers, including the Housing 
Bond California coalition, remain optimistic, despite their preference to have started campaign 
infrastructure in 2025. This bond aims to fund affordable housing and supportive housing initiatives. 

● Key Allocations  
○ Multifamily Housing Program (MHP): $5 - $5.25 billion 
○ Supportive Housing (through MHP): $1.7 - $1.75 billion 
○ CalHOME/My Home Down Payment Assistance: $1 - $1.2 billion 
○ Portfolio Reinvestment Program: $800 million 
○ Acquisition/Rehabilitation of Unrestricted Housing: $500 million 
○ Joe Serna, Jr. Farmworker Housing Program: $250 - $350 million 
○ Tribal Housing: $250 million 
○ Infill Infrastructure Grant Program: $400 million (AB 736 only) 
○ Wildfire Prevention/Mitigation/Displacement: $200 million (SB 417 only) 

● Supporting Organizations (partial list) 
○ California Apartment Association 
○ California Housing Consortium 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA13
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB736
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB417
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○ California Housing Partnership 
○ California YIMBY 
○ Housing California 
○ Jamboree Housing Corporation 
○ California State Association of Counties 
○ League of California Cities 
○ Santa Ana City Councilmember Jessie Lopez 
○ Disability Rights California 
○ Orange County Waterkeeper 
○ United Ways of California 
○ Western Center on Law and Poverty 

 
Middle-Class Homeownership and Family Home Construction Act ($25 Billion). Concurrently, former 
Assembly Speaker Bob Hertzberg, with support of the building trades, is championing the California 
Middle-Class Homeownership and Family Home Construction Act of 2026, a $25 billion ballot 
initiative focused on expanding homeownership for middle-income Californians. The proposal is 
pending title and summary at the Attorney General’s office.  
 
After legislative attempts in prior years stalled, Hertzberg independently raised private funds for 
research and policy design. 

● Core Principles: 
○ Market-based solution bridging the gap between subsidized affordable housing and 

expensive market-rate options. 
○ Aimed at new construction for middle-class ownership. 
○ Distinct from broader rental affordability challenges or first-time buyer programs. 
○ Goal: Enable working families to build generational wealth and remain in California. 

● Proposed Solution: 
○ Increase the supply of middle-class housing through new construction. 
○ Create a program that supports building more middle-class housing, unlike subsidy 

programs that often just raise prices. 
○ Focus on homeownership to enable wealth building. 

 
Budget. While state revenues align with 2025 Budget Act projections, the financial implications of 
federal H.R. 1 are a primary concern for lawmakers and stakeholders as the 2026 budget season 
approaches. The administration and legislature have stated unequivocally that the state will not 
provide funds to offset these reductions. Before discussions on congressional redistricting, some 
legislators had considered exploring revenue-raising options with the administration and the full 
legislature. However, this exploration was cut short by the prioritization of Proposition 50 in the final 
month of the legislative session. For counties, the impacts of H.R. 1 will primarily affect CalFresh food 
assistance and healthcare services for individuals enrolled in Medi-Cal and Covered California. 
 
CalFresh reductions will result in increased cost sharing for program administration, increased 
workload for Orange County Social Services Agency staff, and decreased access to food assistance 
for county residents.  

● Increased administrative costs from 50% to 75% will cost $685 million - $474 million in state 
General Fund costs and $211 million in county costs (approximately $9 million for Orange 
County). 

● Requires states administrative error rates of greater than 6% to contribute at least 5% of the 
cost of CalFresh allotments with contribution rates increasing based on a state’s error rate (5-
15%). California’s error rate in 2024 is 10.98%. This provision could increase state General 
Fund costs by $2 billion. Under current law, counties do not have a share of cost for CalFresh 
benefits. 

● The California Department of Social Services is also estimating that the changes will result in 
more than 400,000 Californians losing access to CalFresh.  

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/25-0013A1%20%28%26quot%3BCalifornia%20Middle-Class%20Homeownership%20and%20Family%20Home%20Construction%20Act%20of%202026%26quot%3B%29_0.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/25-0013A1%20%28%26quot%3BCalifornia%20Middle-Class%20Homeownership%20and%20Family%20Home%20Construction%20Act%20of%202026%26quot%3B%29_0.pdf
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Changes to Medi-Cal will lead to a rise in eligibility redeterminations for the Orange County Social 
Services Agency and an increase in the number of indigent individuals counties are responsible for. 
Additionally, the uninsured population will grow. These changes will also have broader financial 
consequences, including reduced revenue for public hospitals, higher uncompensated care costs, 
and a negative impact on the state budget due to adjustments in Managed Care Organization tax and 
Hospital Quality Assurance Fee requirements. 
 
Required Covered California changes will increase cost of coverage and result in additional uninsured 
individuals, in particular to immigrant populations.  
 
Strengthening Enforcement Against Intoxicating Hemp Products 

 
Last week, Governor Newsom signed AB 8 (Aguiar-Curry), which aims to enhance state and local 
enforcement authority and permanently ban the sale of intoxicating hemp-derived and synthetic THC 
products outside California’s regulated cannabis system.  
 
“California’s nation-leading cannabis framework protects consumers and ensures products are tested 
and safe,” said Governor Newsom. “AB 8 strengthens those protections and permanently closes 
loopholes that have allowed unregulated intoxicating hemp products to reach kids and the broader 
public.” 
 
Addressing Intoxicating Hemp. In recent years, concerns have mounted about the spread of 
intoxicating hemp products in everyday retail settings, most notably in vape shops and online. A 
February 2025 white paper, The Great Hemp Hoax, reviewed more than 100 products from 68 brands 
and found that 95% contained synthetic cannabinoids prohibited under California law, 88% exceeded 
the legal THC limit for hemp, and vape products marketed as “hemp-derived” averaged 268% higher 
THC equivalency than allowable for adult-use cannabis. 
 
Enforcement Under Prior Emergency Authority. In September 2024, the state adopted emergency 
regulations under the Department of Public Health to respond to these risks. These rules targeted 
intoxicating hemp products, with an emphasis on protecting vulnerable populations. Under that 
framework, the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) recently reported that since 
September 2024, ABC agents visited 14,743 businesses, removed 7,210 illegal products, and 
intervened at 151 locations statewide.  
 
Key Provisions of AB 8 

• Bans intoxicating hemp and synthetic THC products from being sold outside licensed 
dispensaries 

• Grants and clarifies local law enforcement authority to inspect, seize, and destroy illegal hemp 
or cannabis products 

• Codifies enforcement powers for both state and local law enforcement 
• Brings hemp cannabinoids, including trace THC, into the existing cannabis regulatory 

framework (MAUCRSA), ensuring uniform safety, labeling, testing, and taxation 
 
Public Health and Enforcement Rationale. As Majority Leader Aguiar-Curry noted in her press 
release, “limited enforcement and rapidly evolving industry practices have led to a surge in 
intoxicating hemp products that are easily accessible to consumers—including youth—posing public 
health risks and undermining California’s regulated hemp and cannabis markets.” 
 
By establishing clear enforcement authority and regulatory alignment, AB 8 aims to shield consumers, 
especially youth, from untested and mislabeled products, reduce illicit market competition, and 
elevate compliance across both hemp and cannabis sectors. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB8
https://www.hemphoax.com/
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Broad Support from Law Enforcement and Local Government. AB 8 was supported by the 
California State Association of Counties (CSAC), the League of California Cities, the California 
Narcotics Officers Association, and a number of Orange County–area law enforcement associations, 
including the Brea Police Association, Fullerton Police Officers’ Association, Newport Beach Police 
Association, and the Santa Ana Police Officers’ Association. 
 
Local Impact: What This Means for Orange County. For Orange County, AB 8 provides additional 
enforcement tools to safeguard public health and ensure legal retail compliance across the county’s 
cities and unincorporated areas. Local law enforcement agencies now have clear statutory authority 
to interdict unregulated hemp products, inspect retail premises, and remove illicit inventory—
strengthening public protection, supporting regulatory oversight, and deterring youth access. 
 
Read the governor’s bill signing announcement here. 
 
California's FAIR Plan Files for a Major Rate Increase 
 
The California FAIR Plan, which serves as the insurer of last resort for homeowners, has proposed a 
35.8% increase in home insurance rates, effective next spring. If approved, this would be the 
program's most significant rate hike in at least seven years. 
 
The proposed changes would impact policyholders differently. Approximately half of all customers 
could see increases ranging from 40% to 55%. While some might experience rate decreases of up to 
78%, four policyholders could face increases exceeding 300%. These new rates would apply upon 
renewal, starting after April 1. 
 
A FAIR Plan spokesperson attributed wildfire risk as the primary driver for these rate adjustments. 
Homeowners in lower-risk areas, such as the Central Valley, might see reduced rates, whereas those 
in high-risk regions like Sonoma County and the Sierra Nevada foothills could face substantial 
increases. Discounts are available for homeowners who implement wildfire risk reduction measures 
on their properties. 
 
Currently, the FAIR Plan policy only covers fire damage, requiring policyholders to obtain separate 
coverage for liability, water damage, and other risks. Many homeowners report that opting for the 
FAIR Plan doubles or even more than doubles their previous private market rates, even before any 
recent increases. 
 
On average, the combined annual cost of a FAIR Plan policy and a Difference in Conditions (DIC) 
policy is around $3,200. This figure, cited by multiple consumer and industry sources, is more than 
twice the average cost of a standard private homeowners policy, which is roughly $1,429 per year for 
similar properties. 
 
FAIR Plan president Victoria Roach had previously indicated the necessity of a significant rate 
increase to help the insurer cover the costs associated with major wildfires. Since 2021, the number 
of FAIR Plan policyholders has more than doubled, reaching 591,000 this summer, a growth that has 
financially strained the program and its backing private insurers. 
 
A FAIR Plan spokesperson stated that "Use of the rate guidelines prior to the Sustainable Insurance 
Strategy (SIS) would have resulted in the FAIR Plan seeking an 80% rate increase. The current 
35.8% filing reflects the measured approach made possible under SIS, and the FAIR Plan 
appreciates Commissioner Ricardo Lara’s leadership in advancing SIS to help stabilize rates and 
broaden property insurance options.” 
 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-announces-99-8-compliance-with-emergency-regulations-signs-bill-to-permanently-protect-children-from-hemp-products/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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In 2021, the FAIR Plan sought a 48.8% increase but was granted a 15.7% rise, which took effect at 
the end of 2023. If the current request is approved, it will mark the first time the FAIR Plan has 
incorporated wildfire catastrophe models and reinsurance costs into its rate application—changes 
introduced under Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara’s SIS. 
 
Other insurers have also sought rate increases under the new reforms. CSAA and Mercury 
Insurance, both among California’s top 10 insurers, have requested 6.9% increases. While industry 
observers anticipated that SIS reforms would lead to higher rates, the FAIR Plan contends that the 
reforms resulted in a lower requested increase than would have been sought under the previous 
system. 
 
Previously, insurers were limited to using historical loss data and could not include reinsurance costs 
in their rate calculations. The new rules now permit the use of catastrophe models to assess wildfire 
risk, which proponents argue offers a more accurate reflection of current and future conditions. 
 
Conversely, the state is exploring its own methods for assessing these risks, including the 
development of a public wildfire catastrophe model. SB 429 (Cortese), currently awaiting the 
governor’s action, proposes the creation of a Wildfire Safety and Risk Mitigation Program under the 
Department of Insurance, which would fund research to develop and implement such a model. 
 
Grant Opportunities 
 
Below is a list of the latest grant opportunities released by the state. All opportunities for local 
jurisdictions may be found here. 
 
Deadline: 12/8/25 23:59 
Title: Cannabis Equity Grants Program for Local Jurisdictions 
State Agency / Department: Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $15,000,000 
Funding Method: Advances & Reimbursement(s) 
 
Deadline: 12/4/25 23:59 
Title: Reusable Beverage Containers Infrastructure Grant Program (FY 2022-23) 
State Agency / Department: Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $23,750,000 
Funding Method: Advances & Reimbursement(s) 
 
Deadline: 12/1/25 15:00 
Title: 2025 CDBG NOFA 
State Agency / Department: Department of Housing and Community Development 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $27,000,000 
Funding Method: Reimbursement(s) 
 
Governor’s Press Releases 
  
Below is a list of the governor’s press releases beginning October 1.  
 
October 8: Governor Newsom signs data privacy bills to protect tech users 
October 8:Governor Newsom announces $30 million in apprenticeship funding to fill high-demand 
jobs in health care, education, and technology 
October 8: Governor Newsom statement on Palisades Fire arrest 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB429
https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&applicant_type_search%5B%5D=public-agency&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=any&timeframe_search%5B%5D=any
https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&applicant_type_search%5B%5D=public-agency&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=any&timeframe_search%5B%5D=any
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/cannabis-equity-grants-program-for-local-jurisdictions-8/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/governors-office-of-business-economic-development/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/reusable-beverage-containers-infrastructure-grant-program-fy-2022-23-2/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/dept-of-resources-recycling-recovery/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/2025-cdbg-nofa/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/dept-of-housing-community-development/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/08/governor-newsom-signs-data-privacy-bills-to-protect-tech-users/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/08/governor-newsom-announces-30-million-in-apprenticeship-funding-to-fill-high-demand-jobs-in-health-care-education-and-technology/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/08/governor-newsom-announces-30-million-in-apprenticeship-funding-to-fill-high-demand-jobs-in-health-care-education-and-technology/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/08/governor-newsom-statement-on-palisades-fire-arrest/
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October 7:Governor Newsom signs legislation 10.7.25 
October 7:TOMORROW: Governor Newsom, joined by First Partner Siebel Newsom, to sign historic 
legislation improving kids’ health and nutrition across California 
October 7: Governor Newsom proclaims Disability Employment Awareness Month 
October 7: More parks for kids: California invests $38 million to boost outdoor opportunities for youth 
as Trump limits access 
October 7: Governor Newsom signs bills further cracking down on hate and antisemitism in California 
schools 
October 6: California partners with Belgium to boost business, strengthen economic ties 
October 6: Governor Newsom issues legislative update 10.6.25 
October 6: Governor Newsom signs new laws to help reduce costs for families 
October 6: No more loud commercials: Governor Newsom signs SB 576 
October 6: California celebrates National Coaches Day by revolutionizing youth sports with 25×25 
Coaches Challenge 
October 6: Governor Newsom celebrates Manufacturing Month, highlighting California’s dominant 
role in American manufacturing 
October 5: California secures court victory, Trump cannot deploy California National Guard into 
Oregon 
October 5: Governor Newsom to sue, urges Americans to speak out on Trump’s “breathtaking abuse 
of power” with cross-state Guard deployment 
October 4: Governor Newsom issues statement on death of Chowchilla Police Officer 
October 4: California Institution for Women celebrates first graduating class from Cal State LA 
October 3: Governor Newsom issues legislative update 10.3.25 
October 3: Governor Newsom signs landmark worker legislation, in stark contrast to Trump’s assault 
on workers and government shutdown 
October 3: California adds largest graduating class of Highway Patrol officers in 16 years to its police 
force 
October 3: Governor Newsom signs legislation to advance California’s position as the epicenter of 
global innovation  
October 2: TOMORROW: Governor Newsom signs legislation advancing California’s dominance in 
global innovation 
October 2:Governor Newsom announces appointments 

• Craig Snellings, of Oakland, has been reappointed to the Workers’ Compensation Appeals 
Board 

• Magda Menendez, of Bakersfield, has been appointed to the California Workforce 
Development Board 

• Alysia Bell, of Redondo Beach, has been appointed to the California Workforce Development 
Board 

• Rex Richardson, of Long Beach, has been appointed to the California Workforce Development 
Board 

October 2:Governor Newsom: No state funding for sell-out universities 
October 2:Health care costs for many Californians will nearly double in three months because of 
Donald Trump, Governor Newsom warns 
October 2: Governor Newsom announces 99.8% compliance with emergency regulations, signs bill 
to permanently protect children from hemp products 
October 2: Governor Newsom signs bill expanding fuel options to cut gas prices 
October 2: Governor Newsom signs bills curbing billionaire influence on elections and protecting 
elections from interference 
October 1:Governor Newsom issues legislative update 10.1.25 
October 1: Governor Newsom statement on Trump administration’s decision to cut hydrogen hub 
funding 
October 1:Trump’s shutdown leaves California disaster readiness in jeopardy 

• October 1:Governor, First Partner statement on the passing of Jane Goodall 
  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/governor-newsom-signs-legislation-10-7-25/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/tomorrow-governor-newsom-joined-by-first-partner-siebel-newsom-to-sign-historic-legislation-improving-kids-health-and-nutrition-across-california/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/tomorrow-governor-newsom-joined-by-first-partner-siebel-newsom-to-sign-historic-legislation-improving-kids-health-and-nutrition-across-california/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/governor-newsom-proclaims-disability-employment-awareness-month/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/more-parks-for-kids-california-invests-38-million-to-boost-outdoor-opportunities-for-youth-as-trump-limits-access/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/more-parks-for-kids-california-invests-38-million-to-boost-outdoor-opportunities-for-youth-as-trump-limits-access/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/governor-newsom-signs-bills-further-cracking-down-on-hate-and-antisemitism-in-california-schools/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/07/governor-newsom-signs-bills-further-cracking-down-on-hate-and-antisemitism-in-california-schools/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/california-partners-with-belgium-to-boost-business-strengthen-economic-ties/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/governor-newsom-issues-legislative-update-10-6-25/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/governor-newsom-signs-new-laws-to-help-reduce-costs-for-families/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/no-more-loud-commercials-governor-newsom-signs-sb-576/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/california-celebrates-national-coaches-day-by-revolutionizing-youth-sports-with-25x25-coaches-challenge/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/california-celebrates-national-coaches-day-by-revolutionizing-youth-sports-with-25x25-coaches-challenge/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/governor-newsom-celebrates-manufacturing-month-highlighting-californias-dominant-role-in-american-manufacturing/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/06/governor-newsom-celebrates-manufacturing-month-highlighting-californias-dominant-role-in-american-manufacturing/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/05/california-secures-court-victory-trump-cannot-deploy-california-national-guard-into-oregon/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/05/california-secures-court-victory-trump-cannot-deploy-california-national-guard-into-oregon/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/05/governor-newsom-to-sue-urges-americans-to-speak-out-on-trumps-breathtaking-abuse-of-power-with-cross-state-guard-deployment/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/05/governor-newsom-to-sue-urges-americans-to-speak-out-on-trumps-breathtaking-abuse-of-power-with-cross-state-guard-deployment/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/04/governor-newsom-issues-statement-on-death-of-chowchilla-police-officer/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/04/california-institution-for-women-celebrates-first-graduating-class-from-cal-state-la/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/governor-newsom-issues-legislative-update-10-3-25/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/governor-newsom-signs-landmark-worker-legislation-in-stark-contrast-to-trumps-assault-on-workers-and-government-shutdown/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/governor-newsom-signs-landmark-worker-legislation-in-stark-contrast-to-trumps-assault-on-workers-and-government-shutdown/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/california-adds-largest-graduating-class-of-highway-patrol-officers-in-16-years-to-its-police-force/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/california-adds-largest-graduating-class-of-highway-patrol-officers-in-16-years-to-its-police-force/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/governor-newsom-signs-legislation-to-advance-californias-position-as-the-epicenter-of-global-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/03/governor-newsom-signs-legislation-to-advance-californias-position-as-the-epicenter-of-global-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/tomorrow-governor-newsom-signs-legislation-advancing-californias-dominance-in-global-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/tomorrow-governor-newsom-signs-legislation-advancing-californias-dominance-in-global-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-announces-appointments-29/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-no-state-funding-for-sell-out-universities/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/health-care-costs-for-many-californians-will-nearly-double-in-three-months-because-of-donald-trump-governor-newsom-warns/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/health-care-costs-for-many-californians-will-nearly-double-in-three-months-because-of-donald-trump-governor-newsom-warns/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-announces-99-8-compliance-with-emergency-regulations-signs-bill-to-permanently-protect-children-from-hemp-products/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-announces-99-8-compliance-with-emergency-regulations-signs-bill-to-permanently-protect-children-from-hemp-products/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-signs-bill-expanding-fuel-options-to-cut-gas-prices/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-signs-bills-curbing-billionaire-influence-on-elections-and-protecting-elections-from-interference/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/02/governor-newsom-signs-bills-curbing-billionaire-influence-on-elections-and-protecting-elections-from-interference/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/governor-newsom-issues-legislative-update-10-1-25/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/governor-newsom-statement-on-trump-administrations-decision-to-cut-hydrogen-hub-funding/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/governor-newsom-statement-on-trump-administrations-decision-to-cut-hydrogen-hub-funding/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/trumps-shutdown-leaves-california-disaster-readiness-in-jeopardy/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/governor-first-partner-statement-on-the-passing-of-jane-goodall/
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3. Washington D.C. Legislative Report  
 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

Government Shutdown Continues as Negotiations Have Remained Largely Stalled 

A lapse in appropriations or a government shutdown began at the end of Fiscal Year (FY25) on October 
1. Congressional Leaders and the White House have not advanced negotiations on a potential funding 
deal. Some programs have begun to cease operations and payments of benefits, and all non-defense 
and immigration federal agencies have implemented contingency plans detailing changes to their 
operations as a result of the shutdown, including the: 

• Department of Housing and Urban Development 
• Department of Education 
• Department of Labor 
• Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
• Department of Transportation 
• Department of Energy 
• Department of Health and Human Services 
• Department of Commerce 
• Department of Justice 
• Department of the Treasury 
• Environmental Protection Agency 
• Social Security Administration 
• US Department of Agriculture 
• Small Business Administration 
• Army Corps of Engineers 

On September 19, the House passed a clean CR, HR 5371, to maintain current funding levels for seven 
weeks, allowing more time to pass the 12 annual appropriations bills. Meanwhile, the House and Senate 
Minority released a draft CR outlining their negotiating position. For the government to reopen 
Congressional leaders either need to strike a deal, or the House-passed CR must garner 60 votes in 
the Senate, seven votes coming from Democratic Senators. Senate Majority Leader John Thune has 
called a vote on both the clean CR and the Democratic counterpart every voting day since the shutdown 
began, the clean CR has only achieved a high of 56 votes. House Speaker Mike Johnson delayed 
previously scheduled votes and stated Congressional Republicans would not return until the Senate 
passed the clean CR.  

Republicans have argued they are willing to negotiate on the Democrat’s demands once the 
government reopens, while Democrats have argued that similar prior commitments have not come to 
fruition. The negotiations being at a stalemate, it is unclear how long the shutdown is anticipated to last. 

 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

 Administration Seeks to Create Pressure on Democrats to Pass Clean CR 

The Administration is seeking to increase the pressure on Democrats to pass HR 5371, the House-
passed clean continuing resolution that would temporarily maintain FY25 funding levels and allow 
appropriators more time to negotiate full-year funding bills. The bill needs seven Democratic Senators 
to support it, and thus far only has the support of three.  

https://hudnlha.com/wp-content/uploads/documents/HUD-Lapse-Plan%202025%20contingency.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/us-department-of-education-contingency-plan-lapse-fiscal-year-fy-2026-appropriations-112431.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/general/plans/dol-contingency-plan.pdf
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-09/DOT_Shutdown_Plan_9.30.25.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/DOE%20Lapse%20Plan%20September%202025.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy-2026-hhs-contingency-staffing-plan/index.html
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/DOC-Lapse-Plan-2025.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/media/1377216/dl
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/266/Treasury_DO_Lapse_Plan.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-09/epa-contingency-plan-9_29_25.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/sites/g/files/npxnvu131/files/2025-09/FINAL%20SSA%20Lapse%20Plan%20September%202025.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fy2026-usda-lapse-plan.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/Final%20SBA%20Lapse%20Plan%20September%202025%20%209.30.25.pdf
https://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/TEMP/EC%2037-1-141_2025%2009%2026%20-%20Final.pdf?ver=QkRMPGEnnMUxJ_1EgPuvgg%3D%3D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5371
https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/delauro-murray-introduce-bill-prevent-republican-shutdown
https://www.majorityleader.gov/schedule/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5371
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To increase pressure, the Administration has encouraged agencies to use the furlough of federal 
employees to conduct mass layoffs (reductions in force (RIFs)), announced a review of two 
infrastructure megaprojects in New York for compliance with a prior interim rule on diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, temporarily freezing funding for the projects, and terminated funding for clean energy 
projects including $1.2 billion for California’s Alliance for Renewable Clean Hydrogen Energy Systems 
(ARCHES). Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Director Russ Vought has proposed future cuts 
to federal funding in Democrat-Led states as part of increasing the political pressure on Senate 
Democrats to advance the Republican-proposed clean CR.  

Despite this, the White House committed to using tariff revenue to temporarily fund the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), which was slated to run out 
of FY25 funding this week. It is unclear whether the President has the authority to fund the 
Congressionally endowed program under the Department of Agriculture in this manner. Agencies have 
also included banners on their websites blaming Democrats for the shutdown, which may be a violation 
of the Hatch Act, a law that generally prevents federal agencies from engaging in political or partisan 
activity.  

 

Orange County Delegation Press Releases 

• Rep. Mike Levin – October 7, 2025: Reps. Mike Levin & Sean Casten Lead 163 House 
Democrats to Demand DOE Reinstate Canceled Projects 

• Rep. Mike Levin – October 3, 2025: Rep. Mike Levin & Constituents Sound the Alarm About 
Health Care Premium Rate Hikes 

• Rep. Lou Correa – October 7, 2025: CORREA, THOMPSON, MAGAZINER, CONDEMN 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION FOR DIVERTING COUNTERTERRORISM RESOURCES TO 
SUPPRESS FREE SPEECH 

• Rep. Lou Correa – October 2, 2025: CORREA REFUSES PAY DURING GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN, STANDS WITH SERVICEMEMBERS, FEDERAL WORKERS 

• Rep. Young Kim – October 2, 2025: Orange County Veterans Cemetery Ranked as a Top 
Priority for FY26 

• Rep. Derek Tran – October 8, 2025: Representative Tran Fights to Protect Troops’ Pay During 
Shutdown 

• Rep. Derek Tran – October 6, 2025: Representative Tran Calls on Republican Colleagues to 
Immediately Return to DC to Address Spike in Health Care Costs 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – October 7, 2025: Padilla, Schiff, Illinois, Oregon Senators Warn Against 
Trump’s Illegal Deployments of National Guard Troops to Their States 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – October 7, 2025: WATCH: Padilla Warns of Politicization of DOJ During 
Oversight Hearing With Attorney General Bondi 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – October 3, 2025: Padilla, Schiff Slam Unlawful Elimination of Federal 
Funding for ARCHES Hydrogen Hub as Part of Vindictive $7.5 Billion DOE Funding Cuts 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 8, 2025: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Recaps Repeated Stonewalling by 
Attorney General Pam Bondi, Highlights Continued Cover-ups 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 7, 2025: NEWS: Schiff, Padilla, Illinois, Oregon Senators Warn 
Against Trump’s Illegal Deployments of National Guard Troops to Their States 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 7, 2025: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Presses Attorney General Pam Bondi 
on Releasing Homan Investigation Tape, Condemns Stonewalling on Key Questions Regarding 
Weaponization of Justice Department 

https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000199-7e8f-ddde-a199-fedf6c5d0000
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-statement-review-new-yorks-discriminatory
https://www.energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-termination-223-projects-saving-over-75-billion
https://archesh2.org/arches-ceo-angelina-galiteva-on-does-decision-to-cut-federal-funding-for-california-hydrogen-hub/
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/10/07/congress/white-house-tariff-revenue-wic-nutrition-shutdown-00596683
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-mike-levin-and-sean-casten-lead-163-house-democrats-to-demand-doe-reinstate-canceled-projects
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-mike-levin-and-sean-casten-lead-163-house-democrats-to-demand-doe-reinstate-canceled-projects
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-mike-levin-and-constituents-sound-the-alarm-about-health-care-premium-rate-hikes
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-mike-levin-and-constituents-sound-the-alarm-about-health-care-premium-rate-hikes
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-thompson-magaziner-condemn-trump-administration-for-diverting-counterterrorism-resources-to-suppress-free-speech
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-thompson-magaziner-condemn-trump-administration-for-diverting-counterterrorism-resources-to-suppress-free-speech
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-thompson-magaziner-condemn-trump-administration-for-diverting-counterterrorism-resources-to-suppress-free-speech
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-refuses-pay-during-government-shutdown-stands-with-servicemembers-federal-workers
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-refuses-pay-during-government-shutdown-stands-with-servicemembers-federal-workers
https://youngkim.house.gov/2025/10/02/orange-county-veterans-cemetery-ranked-as-a-top-priority-for-fy26/
https://youngkim.house.gov/2025/10/02/orange-county-veterans-cemetery-ranked-as-a-top-priority-for-fy26/
https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representative-tran-fights-protect-troops-pay-during-shutdown
https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representative-tran-fights-protect-troops-pay-during-shutdown
https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representative-tran-calls-republican-colleagues-immediately-return-dc-address
https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representative-tran-calls-republican-colleagues-immediately-return-dc-address
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schiff-illinois-oregon-senators-warn-against-trumps-illegal-deployments-of-national-guard-troops-to-their-states/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schiff-illinois-oregon-senators-warn-against-trumps-illegal-deployments-of-national-guard-troops-to-their-states/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/watch-padilla-warns-of-politicization-of-doj-during-oversight-hearing-with-attorney-general-bondi/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/watch-padilla-warns-of-politicization-of-doj-during-oversight-hearing-with-attorney-general-bondi/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schiff-slam-unlawful-elimination-of-federal-funding-for-arches-hydrogen-hub-as-part-of-vindictive-7-5-billion-doe-funding-cuts/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schiff-slam-unlawful-elimination-of-federal-funding-for-arches-hydrogen-hub-as-part-of-vindictive-7-5-billion-doe-funding-cuts/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-recaps-repeated-stonewalling-by-attorney-general-pam-bondi-highlights-continued-cover-ups/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-recaps-repeated-stonewalling-by-attorney-general-pam-bondi-highlights-continued-cover-ups/
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• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 7, 2025: STATEMENT: Sen. Schiff on Anniversary of October 7 
Hamas Attack on Israel 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 5, 2025: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Hammers Republicans’ Refusal to 
Negotiate on Shutdown, Health Care Price Spikes, Condemns Trump’s Targeting of Political 
Foes on NBC’s Meet the Press 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 3, 2025: NEWS: Sens. Schiff and Padilla Slam Unlawful Elimination 
of Federal Funding for ARCHES Hydrogen Hub as Part of Vindictive $7.5 Billion DOE Funding 
Cuts 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – October 1, 2025: NEWS: Sens. Schiff, Durbin, Cassidy, and Rep. McGovern 
Urge Tunisian President to Release Sonia Dahmani   

Legislation Introduced by the Orange County Delegation 

Bill 
Number       

Bill Title       Introduction 
Date       

Sponsor      Bill 
Description       

Latest Major 
Action       

S.RES.435 No Short Title 
Available.  

10/06/2025 Sen. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) 

A resolution 
honoring the 
life of Brian 
Douglas 
Wilson as a 
rock-n-roll and 
pop icon, a 
musical 
genius, and 
one of the 
greatest 
composers, 
songwriters, 
and innovators 
in the history of 
the United 
States. 

Submitted in the 
Senate, considered, 
and agreed to 
without amendment 
and with a preamble 
by Unanimous 
Consent., 10/05/25 

 
 

If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items 
in this bulletin, please contact Peter DeMarco at 714-834-5777. 
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