
 / Missions / Regulatory / Jurisdictional Determination / Section 10 of the Rivers & Harbors Act

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 requires authorization from the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Corps of Engineers, for the

construction of any structure in or over any navigable water of the United States. Structures or work outside the limits de�ned for navigable waters of the

United States require a Section 10 permit if the structure or work a�ects the course, location, or condition of the water body. The law applies to any

dredging or disposal of dredged materials, excavation, �lling, rechannelization, or any other modi�cation of a navigable water of the United States, and

applies to all structures, from the smallest �oating dock to the largest commercial undertaking. It further includes, without limitation, any wharf, dolphin,

weir, boom breakwater, jetty, groin, bank protection (e.g. riprap, revetment, bulkhead), mooring structures such as pilings, aerial or subaqueous power

transmission lines, intake or outfall pipes, permanently moored �oating vessel, tunnel, arti�cial canal, boat ramp, aids to navigation, and any other

permanent, or semi-permanent obstacle or obstruction.

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

That the creation of any obstruction not a�rmatively authorized by Congress, to the navigable capacity of any of the waters of the United States is hereby

prohibited; and it shall not be lawful to build or commence the building of any wharf, pier, dolphin, boom, weir, breakwater, bulkhead, jetty, or other

structures in any port, roadstead, haven, harbor, canal, navigable river, or other water of the United States, outside established harbor lines, or where no

harbor lines have been established, except on plans recommended by the Chief of Engineers and authorized by the Secretary of the Army; and it shall not

be lawful to excavate or �ll, or in any manner to alter or modify the course, location, condition, or capacity of, any port, roadstead, haven, harbor, canal,

lake, harbor of refuge, or inclosure within the limits of any breakwater, or of the channel of any navigable water of the United States, unless the work has

been recommended by the Chief of Engineers and authorized by the Secretary of Army prior to beginning the same. (33 USC 403)

For more information on Rivers and Harbors Act jurisdiction, please read 33 CFR Part 322 and Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.

33 CFR Part 322 - Permits for Structures or Work in or A�ecting Navigable Waters of the United States

Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

That it shall not be lawful to construct or commence the construction of any bridge, dam, dike, or causeway over or in any port, roadstead, haven, harbor,

canal, navigable river, or other navigable water of the United States until the consent of Congress to the building of such structures shall have been

obtained and until the plans for the same shall have been submitted to and approved by the Chief of Engineers and by the Secretary of the Army: Provided,

that such structures may be built under authority of the legislature of a State across rivers and other waterways the navigable portions of which lie wholly

within the limits of a single State, provided the location and plans thereof are submitted to and approved by the Chief of Engineers and by the Secretary of

the Army before construction is commenced: and provided further, That when plans for any bridge or other structure have been approved by the Chief of

Engineers and by the Secretary of the Army; it shall not be lawful to deviate from such plans either before or after completion of the structure unless the

modi�cation of said plans has previously been submitted to and received the approval of the Chief of Engineers and of the Secretary of the Army.
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