
PENAL CODE- PEN 

PAR.T 1. OF CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS [25 - 680.4] ( Part 1 enacted 1872. ) 

TITLE 9. OF CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON INVOLVING SEXUAL ASSAULT, 

AND CRIMES AGAINST PUBUC DECENCY AND GOOD MORAIS [261 -

368.7) ( Heading of Title 9 amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 1111, Sec. 2.) 

CHAPrER 9. Lotteries [319 - 329] ( Chapter 9 enacted 1872. )

(a) Neither the prohibition on gambling in this chapter nor in Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 330)

6 
applies to any bingo game that is conducted in a city, county, or city and county pursuant to an ordinance

32 
•
5

• enacted under Section 19 of Article IV of the State Constitution, if the ordinance allows games to be conducted
only in accordance with this section and only by organizations exempted from the payment of the bank and 

corporation tax by Sections 23701a. 23701b, 23701d, 23701e, 23701f, 23701g, 23701k, 23701w, and 237011 ofthe 
Revenue and Taxation Code and by mobilehome park associations, senior citizens organizations, and charitable 
organizations affiliated with a school district; and if the receipts of those games are used only for charitable purposes. 

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person to receive or pay a profit, wage, or salary from any bingo game authorized by
Section 19 of Article IV of the State Constitution. Security personnel employed by the organization conducting the
bingo game may be paid from the revenues of bingo games, as provided in subdivisions (j) and (k).

( c} A violation of subdivision (b} shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000), which fine 
is deposited in the general fund of the city, county, or city and county that enacted the ordinance authorizing the bingo 
game. A violation of any provision of this section, other than subdivision (b ), is a misdemeanor. 

(d) The city, county, or city and county that enacted the ordinance authorizing the bingo game may bring an action to
enjoin a violation of this section.

(e) Minors shall not be allowed to participate in any bingo game.

(f) An organization authorized to conduct bingo games pursuant to subdivision (a) shall conduct a bingo game only on
property owned or leased by it, or property whose use is donated to the organization, and which property is used by that
organization for an office or for performance of the purposes for which the organization is organized. Nothing in this
subdivision shall be construed to require that the property owned or leased by, or whose use is donated to, the
organization be used or leased exclusively by, or donated exclusively to, that organization.

(g) All bingo games shall be open to the public, not just to the members of the authorized organization.

(h) A bingo game shall be operated and staffed only by members of the authorized organization that organized it. Those
members shall not receive a profit, waget or salary from any bingo game. Only the organization authorized to conduct a
bingo game shall operate such a game, or participate in the promotion, supervision, or any other phase of a bingo game.
This subdivision does not preclude the employment of security personnel who are not members of the authorized
organization at a bingo game by the organization conducting the game.

(i) Any individual, corporation, partnership, or other legal entity, except the organization authorized to conduct a bingo
game, shall not hold a financial interest in the conduct of a bingo game.
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